
 

BRIEF OF EVIDENCE FOR 
RAWIRI TOKO 

16 April 2002 



My name is Rawiri Toko of Ko Totamoe Toku Maunga, Ko Kaihu Toku Awa, Ko 

Mahuhu o Te Rangi Toku Waka, Ko Ngati Whatua Nui Toku Toku iwi, Ko Frank 

Raua Ko Monica Toku Matua, Ko Kaihu Toku Kaenga, Ko Rawiri Toko. 

Before coming to Waiheke I was a traffic officer for the Ministry of Transport and 

have spent the bulk of my career in the New Zealand Armed Forces. 

I have lived on Waiheke Island for 12 years and have been on the Waiheke Sports 

Club Committee for eight years. I have held the position of Club Captain and am 

currently the Secretary and a member of the Steering Committee. 

The Waiheke Sports Club can trace its roots back to the early 1930s. It was and still 

is a voluntary organisation. In 1975 it was registered as an incorporated society. It 

has currently 270 members with its youngest players aged four and members of the 

Old Boys Association in their late 80s. 

The Club was well ahead of its time as it was the first multi-purpose sports club in 

New Zealand, becoming so in 1979. It has currently rugby league teams, netball, 

cricket, softball, touch rugby, pool, darts and indoor bowls. The major two sports are 

league and netball. League is affiliated with Auckland Rugby League and netball 

with the National Netball Association. 

League has two senior teams and four junior teams with an average of 120 

participants. The weekly voluntary hours put in by club members are 162 hours per 

week made up of management, co-ordinators who liaise with the ARL organising 

fixtures and transport, a fund-raising committee, team managers, coaches and trainers. 

Netball consists of two Dolphin senior teams and three form 1, 2 and 3 teams with an 

average of 86 participants. The management, coaching and supervision of these 

teams is 53 hours per week. Softball muster this year produced three teams who were 

unable to play in the Auckland Competition because Auckland City could not find us 

a field. 

The present committee is almost entirely Maori. There are also two places 

permanently reserved on the main committee for members of the Ngati Paoa.   The 



three pronged relationship that the club has had for many years between the Marae, 

the school and the Sports Club has now become standard Hillary Commission policy. 

This new policy is reflected in He Oranga Poutama (Healthy lifestyle Strategy) of the 

Hillary Commission which was set up last year by Jim Maniapoto. The programme 

has the aims of promoting healthy lifestyles for Maori through sport. 

The Waiheke Sports Club like most amateur clubs throughout the country is under 

huge financial pressure. Clubs like ours are the basic building blocks for national 

representation where players can rise through the ranks and represent their country. 

We try to give the children the best prize givings, etc that we can. (see Attachment 1) 

The professionalism of sport brought about by sponsorships has created an impression 

that sport is well off. This is nonsense less than 2% of sport has major corporate 

support. Speaking of this pressure on clubs in West Auckland, Mark Iversen, Chief 

Executive of Sport Waitakere remarked that we go in to try to help them [the clubs] 

but they are so burned out they find it hard to take advice. They're just trying to keep 

afloat. 

The pressure being exerted by the Council, following the Crown's actions, has been 

almost intolerable and has made a hard voluntary job even harder. Cracks are 

beginning to show since the Council take-over. There have been arguments over 

whether or not there should be poker machines to help with the financial strain. Our 

members are mostly working class and the majority of members are against 

introducing gambling. All our teams have to travel across the water on a weekly basis 

and this is an added burden that other clubs don't have to wear. The Council has 

threatened us with market rentals in the lease it recently offered. Other requirements 

for Council coffers include a multitude of certificates and warranties, licensing, 

special licences, being forced to fight for our last licence as the community board 

opposed it, and field costs. These field costs are the last straw, (see Attachment 2) 

Since the Decision over the Judicial Review, Council appear to have hardened their 

stance over the lease. We have recently discovered that our neighbours on the Ostend 

Domain, the boating club, were given a renewal of their Department of Conservation 

lease and their peppercorn rental was reduced from $10 to 10c a year for 15 years 

with no review requirement, (see Attachment 3) 



What inference can be drawn from the way our neighbours were treated to how we 

have been treated. We are pleased that the boating club has been treated in this 

equitable and fair manner. It was what we, ourselves, had expected. It should also be 

noted that the boating club does not place its emphasis on children's participation as 

does our club. 

I would like to take the Tribunal's mind back to the Bastion Point battle. As a result 

of the Orakei claim the Tribunal recommended that the playing fields be given to 

Ngati Whatua with public access still being available to the wider public. If Ngati 

Paoa were to be given control of the Ostend Domain this would appear to take care of 

all the problems our Club has experienced since this unfortunate train of events was 

put in place by the Crown. 
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DEED OF RENEWAL OF LEASE 

between 

THE AUCKLAND CITY COUNCIL 

and 

WAIHEKE BOATING CLUB INCORPORATED 
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DATED 

BETWEEN     THE WAIHEKE   COUNTY   CPU: 

(Lessor) 

A N D  WAIHEKE  BOATING   CLUB 

INCORPORATED 

( L e s s e e )  

DEED  OF   LEASE 

BROOKFIELD PRENDERGAST   &  CO. 
SOLICITORS 

AUCKLAND 

 



 

 

 



 

AK973220.095-"PRECEDENT" 



AK973220.095* ■2- 

 



AK973220.095 - PRECEDENT -3- 

 



  

 


